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Welcome to Year One! 

We hope you all had a wonderful Summer, it’s great to be back with you all! With us this year we have Mrs Rogers-Waterman (Mrs R-W) who the children already know from lunchtimes. We also welcome Mrs Saudi who has worked with us briefly last year. 
Here are some bits of useful information about Year One, but please check our website next week for any new information. Our website is updated every half term. As always, if you need anything, you can email me directly at: l.gornall@longridge-cofe.lancs.sch.uk
Reading books will be sent home shortly. We will stick to the same routine as last year, with RED and GREEN TEAMS books being changed on a Monday and BLUE and YELLOW TEAMS on a Tuesday. We will check the books later in the week and change them if necessary. 
As in Reception, we will listen to children read as often as we can so please send the books in everyday. We will also be holding ‘Guided Reading’ (reading in a small group with a teacher) sessions in class so your child will always be heard at least three times each week. 
Please sign the reading record EVERYTIME you read together at home. 
Homework will be sent home each THURSDAY, It will include a Maths or English task and a list of spellings to be learnt. Completed homework will be collected in on a TUESDAY morning and the spelling test will follow on that day. 
Snacks may be brought in from home for afternoon break. Please only send one small snack, as we only have a short break in the afternoon. Please try and keep the snack healthy, if possible. 

Milk is available to all children in Year One, but must be ordered and paid for through the Cool Milk app. More details are available at the office. 
Water Bottles must only contain water and not juice. 

Uniform must be clearly labelled, and this will be essential when we begin to get changed in the classroom for PE. Any items that we cannot reunite with their owner will be placed in the school lost property bin. 
Show and Tell will take place on a FRIDAY afternoon. Children may bring in something special from home and will have the opportunity to talk about it. Alternatively, photographs can be emailed to me and we will display them on the big board. Each week a different colour team will take a turn. The order will be: RED, YELLOW, BLUE, then GREEN.
P.E. takes place on MONDAY and WEDNESDAY. Please check your kit is ready and labelled. To begin the year we will stick to our usual system where children come to school already in kits. We are currently waiting for updated guidance regarding PE kits. We have been warned that the guidance is likely to be changed this year and children will go back to the pre-covid arrangement of getting themselves changed in school. Earrings cannot be worn on PE days, unless they are covered with plasters. As children cannot miss valuable physical education due to them having earrings in, they will be asked to remove them before the lesson. 
On Thursday afternoon, Mr Meades will take the class whilst I have some time for planning, preparation and assessment (PPA). Mr Meades will be teaching PSHE and Computing at this time. 
The Year One  classroom makes many changes throughout the year. It usually begins similar to Reception with different areas set up to challenge and stimulate learning. This is called Continuous Provision. We have creative, malleable, maths, writing, reading, construction, small world and role play areas. By Christmas many of these areas will have adapted into ‘Challenge Areas’ where the element of play has lessened and the more formal approach to learning has taken over. Each class each year is different and we aim to tailor our Year One environment to the needs of the individuals in that particular class. This means that if we feel the class are maturing quickly and are ready for a more formal style of learning (no Continuous Provision) we will adapt our teaching and learning styles to suit them. We find this is the best way of easing children gently from the Early Years setting into Key Stage One. 
Finally, we would like to welcome Phoenix, Harvey and Hunter to our school this term. We look forward to a great year together!

Miss Gornall and Mrs R-W
“Living, learning and sharing in a loving Christian family”
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